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Dear Customers and Gardening Friends,
Congratulations!  You have just bought yourself a box full of smiles!

With some attention to a few details about your bulb’s special needs and wants,
you should be in for many hours of pleasure.

Summer blooming bulbs are becoming more and more popular, and for us, we
find new favorites every day.   Some are true bulbs, others are tubers and many are
rhizomes or tuberous roots that appear to be more like perennials than what we
call bulbs.  We grow many of them in our greenhouse with the intensions of shipping
them to you bare root.  However, sometimes when it’s time to ship, the plants look
like they’d be happier and perform better for you if they are left in their pot.
Also, depending on where they’re being shipped, we often clip off their exposed
leaves, leaving only the mature root to re-grow once it is in your warm garden soil.
However, if your plants arrive with leaves and they look bruised or tired, just snip
them off.  They should reappear, healthy, once they are growing in your garden or
container.  Since you’re reading this note, you have opened your box – so you’re off
to a good start!

The instructions in this cultural booklet are only intended to get you
started and to cover the basics of soil preparation, planting, a few combination
ideas and care.  There are whole books or chapters written on many of the types of
geophytes listed here and we encourage you to go to your local library or bookstore
to find more information if you want to know more.  Please understand that each
plant zone, each soil type, the difference in rainfall and exposure to sun or shade
in each area can have an affect on a bulb’s performance, bloom time, height, and
even intensity of color.  Our knowledge is based on our experience in our Tidewa-
ter, Virginia (Zone 7) garden and is in no way intended to be the ‘Bible’ for all
areas of the country.  We do try, however, to include regional information that we
receive from you, our customers, who have shared your success stories, which we
really appreciate receiving!  We also consult with tropical bulb experts who have
been very helpful to us.  Familiarize yourself with the needs of the bulbs you
ordered - some can be planted immediately; others must wait for warmer soil or
should be started indoors.  If you are unsure of your plant zone, check the USDA
Hardiness map and chart on page 32 of our catalogue or on our web site.

Speaking of plant zones, we are amazed at how many summer-flowering
bulbs have survived winters in our garden—they seem to be far hardier than the
reference books tell us.  It’x always interesting to see which bulbs continue to
perennialze under certain conditions.  If you live in an area where you do have to
lift these tender bulbs, we have tried to provide instructions for you.    But if you
don’t get around to it, don’t feel guilty—you probably pitch those impatiens and
begonias at the end of the season with hardly a thought. Many of these bulbs are
inexpensive and can be treated as annuals and we normally have more for you next
year.

We wish you many hours of happiness, good exercise, peace of mind, and
general well being as your garden feeds your soul!

Happy Planting!
Brent and Becky

PLEASE INSPECT YOUR BULBS IMMEDIATELY UPON ARRIVAL!!
PLEASE REPORT ANY PROBLEMS WITHIN 7 DAYS SO WE CAN REMEDY

THE SITUATION RIGHT AWAY.2



Our Guarantee
We guarantee that the bulbs you receive from us will arrive in good condition.  If not,
please let us know right away!  Some of the bulbs in this catalogue are more difficult to
grow than others, each having their own specific requirements, which we have tried to
specify.  Therefore, we cannot guarantee their success in your garden.  If the chosen
site, soil conditions, moisture and exposure are suitable, we guarantee your bulb’s flowers
will bloom true to name.  We plant trials of the same bulbs here on our  farm.  We will
contact you to discuss replacements or a refund if we find any mistakes, which rarely
happens, we’re happy to say.

What to Expect
We often expect all bulbs to be ‘hard as a rock’ like daffodil and tulip bulbs.  However,
many of the ‘bulbs’ or geophytes discussed in these cultural instructions look and feel
much different. Receiving  rhizomes, tubers and tuberous roots is similar to receiving
bare root perennials except that rhizomes, tubers and tuberous roots normally have produced
a nutrient storage chamber which is sometimes ‘funny looking’, but which enables the
‘bulb’ to be out of the ground safely for a short period of time and will also help it get
started when the situation is right.  Plant these bulbs as soon as possible for your best
success!

General Guidelines
Soil Amendments
Getting your soil right is probably the most important and most cost effective first step
that someone can take to assure gardening success.  We’ve believed in the importance of
investing in the addition of organic matter in the soil for many years and as each year
passes, our belief becomes stronger.  More flowers are produced, plants are healthier,
more lush, taller and require less care and water when planted in enriched soil.  We
sometimes hear the questions, “My soil is just yucky ole’ clay....that’s okay, isn’t it?  Bulbs
grow anywhere....right?"  Yes, they may emerge almost anywhere, but may not flourish!
Our soil is very sandy and we constantly add amendments to try to improve it....or give
back to it since it gives SO much to us.  The addition of lots of well-decomposed organic
matter, compost, leaves, horse manure - anything that will enrich the soil and add unre-
fined nutrients - is one of the reasons for our gardening successes.

Getting a Head Start
If you’re in a plant zone colder than the recommended one for a particular bulb, you can
still grow it, but you may have to start it indoors, transplant it into the garden when the soil
is 60°+F and dig it after the first  frost.  Many of these bulbs, however, are often less
expensive than most annuals you normally purchase and therefore can be treated as an
annual as well.  Or, if you pot them indoors to get them started early, you can ‘drop’ them
in a decorative container – pot and all – and enjoy them on your deck or patio all summer
and then pick up the pot and bring them indoors for frost-free winter storage.  We don’t
have a lot of experience in growing them all like this but see them displayed on other
gardener’s decks and patios, so we know it can be done!  Another way is to harvest the
bulbs in the fall after the frost kills back the leaves, dig up the entire root system and
shake off most of the soil. Remove the dead or dying leaves close to the bulb and place the
bulbs in dry peat moss or wood shavings in an open paper bag or container that allows the
plant to breathe. Store in a cool, dry place between 40° - 60°F.  Most garages kept above
freezing are fine.

Fertilization
We recommend applying a slow release fertilizer such as Holland Bulb Booster as a top
dressing after planting (we discourage the practice of putting non-organic fertilizer in
the hole with the bulb for fear of burning the tender roots) and each succeeding spring.
Organic fertilizers can be incorporated in the soil when planting, then broadcast during
the growing season. Reapply the following spring. Liquid fertilizers are  not slow-release,
so must be reapplied approximately every four weeks, depending on the amount of organic
matter in your soil. While most summer bulbs appreciate some nourishment, avoid high-
nitrogen fertilizers for most bulb crops (the first number of the formula is for nitrogen)—
as they tend to encourage lush foliar growth, sometimes at the expense of the flowers.
Extra potassium, however, is generally helpful for forming strong, disease resistant tu-
bers, corms or bulbs.  Phosphorous generally promotes strong flowering, although most
soils contain a sufficient amount of this slow moving nutrient.  If your soil is well amended
with compost, you will probably not need to fertilize. 3



Planting depth:
When there are several inches of leeway given in planting depths, generally plant bulbs on
the deeper side in cooler areas to keep the bulbs below the frost line.  A thick blanket (4"-
6") of mulch like pine needles, chopped leaves or other light, airy material, can often
increase hardiness by a plant zone or two.  If you have very heavy, clay soil, you may want
to amend the top few inches, plant the bulbs shallower than recommended and make up the
difference in depth with a thick top dressing of mulch.
General rule of thumb:  If it’s difficult to tell tops from bottoms, plant the bulb, rhizome,
tuber or corm on its side!

Exposure:
If full sun to partial shade is indicated, gardeners in hot areas may want to provide  more
shade, particularly from midday until afternoon.  Or if part shade is recommended and you
are in a colder area, perhaps more sunlight would be appropriate.

Moisture:
Almost all plants mentioned in this booklet enjoy ample moisture while they are actively
growing (1/2"-1" per week).  About half of the listed bulbs, and we note which they are,
prefer to be dry during the their winter dormancy.  The other half prefer to be moist most
of the time.  In our opinion, most flowering plants fare better with a soaking, using drip
irrigation once a week than with overhead watering.

Hardiness Plant Zones:
We suggest the suitable plant zone for each specific bulb type where, in our experience,
should be able to overwinter outside.  If you live in an area colder than the suggested zone,
the plant can usually still be enjoyed during the summer months, but should either be
treated as an annual or dug and brought indoors  to continue growing throughout  the
winter or stored.  Below is a chart of the plant zones and the appropriate average minimum
winter temperatures for your information and convenience.

ACANTHUS  (ah-KAN-thus   speh-NO-sus)  Zones 5-10
Spacing: 12”-18” apart in the ground; 1 per 12” pot; Depth:  plant crowns 1” deep or just
below soil level; Exposure: part shade to sun; needs to be planted in well-drained soils;
Winter care:  Mulch in winter in zones 5-6.
B & B Tip:  Acanthus make dramatic additions to the shade tropical garden.

ACHIMENES MIXED HYBRIDS   (ah-KIM-eh-nees)  Zones 10-11
Spacing: 2"-3" apart in the ground; 5 rhizomes per 5" pot; 15 rhizomes per 10" pot;  Depth :

1"-2";  Exposure: part sun to full shade
Start bulbs indoors immediately upon receipt if you live in an area
cooler than Zone 10.  Soak in warm water before planting; then water
the pot thoroughly with warm 70º-80ºF water, then not at all (or very
sparingly) until growth starts. Keep pots at least 70ºF until sprouted.
Can be transplanted outside into rich, well-drained soil when nighttime
temperatures reach 60°F. If planted directly outside, soil temperature
must be at least 70°F—soak rhizomes overnight in warm water. Keep
watered during growing season, otherwise drought will signal the plant
to rest and begin forming tubers.  Achimenes are also good candidates
for containers, hanging baskets or as annual ground cover.
Winter care : Store dormant tubers dry in their pots or lift and store at
50°F.

Origin : Mexico and Guatemala, some from West Indies
B&B Tip : Cut back new growth tips to encourage bushiness and keep them watered so
they’ll continue to bloom.  Achimenes add an extra colorful element along the front edge of
our Tropical Garden and in our mixed container gardens.

4

Zone 6: -10° to 0°
Zone 7:   0° to 10°
Zone 8: 10° to 20°
Zone 9: 20° to 30°
Zone 10: 30° to 40°

Zone 1: below -50°
Zone 2: -50° to -40°
Zone 3: -40° to -30°
Zone 4: -30° to -20°
Zone 5: -20° to -10°



ACORUS  (ah-CORE-us) Zones 6-9
Spacing:  plant 1’ on center; Depth:  plant just under soil surface; Exposure:  full sun to
part shade;  happiest in rich, moist to normal soil;  B & B Tip:  This plant is awesome when
established pots are submurged into a shallow pond.

AGAPANTHUS  – Zones 7-10 except for ‘White’, which is hardy in zones 8-10.
Spacing: 1 per square foot or 3 per 15” pot . Depth:  crown deep (so that the top of the
rootstock is no more than one inch under the soil) Exposure:  Full sun.  Plant in light,
fertile, well drained but moisture-retentive soil.  Provide plenty of moisture while plant is
growing, but reduce water after flowering.  Rootstocks should remain as dry as possible
throughout the winter.  If grown in tubs, use a fertilized medium with additional compost
and sharp sand.  Apply liquid fertilizer from early summer until flowerheads have formed.
Watch for slugs and snails, which can be a problem during damp springs.
Winter care :  In zones colder than 7, Agapanthus are best potted in tubs and brought in to
a ‘freeze-free area’ for a dry dormancy over the winter months. B&B Tip:  Fantastic
plant for mixed borders and container gardens.

ALOCASIA   (al-low-KAY-see-ah)                  Zones 9-10
Spacing: 18"-24" apart, 1 per 12" pot;  Depth :  plant at the same depth as the pot it arrives
in;  Exposure:  Sun to partial shade or even heavy shade.  Plant in rich soil after soil has
warmed to about 60°F. The plants like high temperatures and high humidity, with frequent
watering in well-drained soil.  In colder areas, dig and store at 50º-60°F and keep barely
moist.  Winter care:   In colder areas, dig in fall and dry before cutting off most of the
stem; store in pine bark or peat moss around 50°F.  Can also be stored dry in pots in a
‘freeze-free area’.   Origin : South and Southeast Asia  B&B Tip : Alocasias make excellent
subjects for tropical container gardens.

ALPINA (al-PEA-nah) Zones 8-11
Spacing: 12" apart (1per 8"-12" pot);  Depth : crown just below soil level;  Exposure: Full sun
to partial shade. Remove from pot and plant level into well drained garden soil.  Alpina can
take moist soils; has similar habit and culture as Canna and Hedychium.  Winter care :
Mulch well outside in zones 7-10 or lift and store in the same pot where it has been growing
orstore rhizome in wood shavings or peat moss at 50°-60°F.  Origin : Asia and Austrailia
B&B Tip:  Contrast these light variegated leaves against darker leaved plants.

ALSTROEMERIA   (al-strow-MAIR-ee-uh) Zones 5-9*
Spacing: 12" apart;  Depth : 6"-10";   Exposure: full sun or partial shade.
Plant immediately upon receipt and handle carefully as the tubers tend to be brittle.
Alstroemeria prefers humus-rich, well drained but moisture-retentive soil. They will sur-
vive drought but performance will be poor so provide moisture during growing season.
Some shade necessary in warmer zones to prevent bleaching of flowers; flowering may
slow or stop in hot weather. Prolong bloom in summer by applying thick layer of mulch at
planting time to keep roots cool. *Some varieties are hardy to zones 5-6 with deep plant-
ing and adequate winter mulch.  Winter care : Mulch heavily in late fall in colder climates
or dig up after the first frost and place in paper bag (or “breathable" bag, do not use
plastic). Store bag in dark, cool (32º-40°F) location until spring planting time. Potted
alstroemerias can be taken inside in the fall, kept dry and restarted in spring.  B&B Tip :
When bringing flowers indoors for vases or removing spent blooms, pull entire stalk, do
not cut.  Often, alstroemeria take a year to acclimate and may not perform in the first year
of planting, especially when they are planted late in the spring.
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x AMARCRINUM    (a-mar-CRY-num)               Zones 7-10*
Spacing: 12" apart or 1 bulb per 8" pot;  Depth : cover just to neck of bulb in soil; in zones
6-8, plant with 3" of soil covering the bulb; colder areas, in pots leave top third of bulb
exposed;  Exposure: full sun, tolerates partial shade in south.   Grow in well-drained soil or
sand with humus and mulch well for winter protection.  Foliage appears in spring with
flowers appearing on leafless stalks in late summer.  Begin watering, if necessary, when
foliage sprouts.   Winter care : (Zones 3-6) Bring pot indoors after the first frost in the
fall. Plants may be allowed to wither and be stored dry in pots over winter. Repot (if
necessary) in spring or dig and store in dry peat moss at 50º-6 0°.    *Zone 7; mulch heavily
Origin : U.S.A. and England  B&B Tip : These bulbs may not sprout until 2-8 weeks after
planting; so northern   gardeners may want to plant their bulbs in indoor containers upon
receipt.  Newly planted bulbs may take a year to acclimate before blooming.

AMARYLLIS BELLADONNA    (am-ma-RIL-us bell-ah-DON-ah) Zones 8-10
Spacing: 8"-10" apart or 1 bulb per 10" pot;  Depth :  5"-6" deep; neck deep in container;
Exposure:  full sun to partial shade. Foliage appears in spring and dies back in early
summer. Flowers appear on ‘naked’ stalks in late summer. Begin watering when foliage appears
and withhold water when foliage dies back. Bulbs should be kept as dry as possible during
their dormancy, otherwise they may not bloom.  When flower stalk appears, resume water-
ing and fertilizing.  They thrive in areas where springs and autumns are wet and where
winters and summers are dry.  In colder areas and in areas with wet winters and wet
summers, grow in containers where you can control temperature and moisture.   Winter
care :  Dig and store bulbs dry at 50°- 60°F. Bring potted bulbs indoors before the first
frost in the fall. Plants may be allowed to wither and be stored dry in their pots over winter.
Repot (if necessary) in spring.   Origin : South Africa  B&B Tip :  These bulbs thrive in
Mediterranean climates (California).  In all other climates, they are best treated as a
container plant where they can be kept from freezing in the winter and kept dry during
their dormancy.

AMORPHOPHALLUS (ah-More-fo-FAL-us)                 Zones 7-10
Spacing:  12" on center; 1 per 10"-12" pot; Depth:  3"-6"; Exposure:  part sun/part shade
Hardy to zone 7 with winter mulch;  These bulbs prefer a humus rich soil in a partially
shady location.  Bulbs grown in containers may be allowed to go dormant and stored cool
50º-60º.   Origin:  Southeast Asia  B&B Tip:  Plant this exotic beauty where it can be
fully appreciated but not too close to a dwelling as its blossom has a powerful, rather
putrid, carrion-like fragrance until pollonated when it blooms several years after plant-
ing.

AMSONIA   (am-SONE-ee-ah) Zones 5-9
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center; Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun to partial shade; prefers
moist but well-drained soil but will tolerate some drought; Origin: SE Europe, Japan,
Turkey and NE and Central U.S.; B&B Tip:  Plant where you can enjoy the glorious fall
color as well as the summer color; has a milky sap and some find irritating.

ANEMONE  CORONARIA   (ah-NEM-oh-nee  kore-oh-NAR-ee-ah)  Zones 7-10
Spacing: 2"-3" apart;  Depth : 2";  Exposure: full sun
to part shade   If soil is not moist, soak tubers over-
night before planting. Plant after all danger of hard
freeze while soil is still cool. (same time as planting
peas)  Plant on edge (see diagram); that way the roots
will surely go down and foliage will grow up. They
prefer sandy soil, with some moisture—avoid wet soil.
Where summers are hot, best planted in the fall for
spring bloom. Do not disturb if possible.  In colder
zones, plant 4"-6" deep or treat as annuals.  Origin :
Southern Europe  B&B Tip:   These are wonderful ‘shoes and socks’ for other larger
flowers and also decorate the edges of a border with bright colors, attracting attention to
your garden.
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ARISEMA  - (air-reh-SEE-mah)   Zones 5-8
Spacing:  6” on center; 4 per sq. ft; Depth: 4”-6” to bottom of the hole; Exposure:  part
shade with organic, rich, moist to wet soil; B&B Tip: Arisema is particularly effective
when palnted with Kaempferia, Cornukaempferia, small caladiums and ferns.

ASCLEPIAS TUBEROSA  (AS-klep-EE-US   To-bur-OH-sah)   Zones 3-9
Spacing:  1’ on center; Depth: just below the soil surface;  Exposure:  full sun to part
shade in well-drained soil;  B&B:  a hot color that looks terrific with other perennials;
extremely long lasting, drough-tolerant plant.

ASTILBE   (Ah-STILL-bee) Zones 5-8
Spacing: 1 per sq. ft.;  Depth : crown 1"-2" below soil;  Exposure: full sun to part shade
Plant in rich soil with ample moisture.  Astilbes are often touted as perennials for shade,
however they also thrive in full sun if watered abundantly.   B&B Tip : Astilbes make great
cut flowers if harvested when they are half open.

ASTILBOIDES   (As-teal-BOY-deez) Zones 3-9
Spacing:  2’-3’ apart; Depth:  crowns just below soil surface; grow in cool, moist, humus
rich soil in partial shade.  B&B Tip:  This is a giant, dramatic plant to add some WOW
appeal to the shade tropical garden.

BAPTISIA  (Bap-TEEZ-ee-ah) Zones 5-8
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center; Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun; Perfers well-drained,
sandy soil, if possible; if not, a raised bed or hillside where drainage is automaric. Origin:
United States; B&B Tip: One of the best drought resistant plants but is best grown where
you can reach the flowers to cut off the spent flowers.

BEGONIA  (beh-GOHN-yah) Zones 9-11
Spacing: 1 per square foot or 3 per 15” pot . Depth:  plant shallow, with only ½” of soil
covering the tuber. Exposure:  Bright, filtered light.
Plant tubers concave (hollow) side up in rich, loamy soil and out of direct sunlight. Bego-
nias can be started indoors or planted directly into the ground.  Start tuberous begonias
indoors in early spring.  Tubers can stand a little frost and can be planted outside a few
weeks earlier than those started indoors.  Those that have been started indoors should not
be put out until after the threat of frost is over.  Keep growing plants moist, as tubers
should not be allowed to dry out. Winter care :  Stop watering in autumn, when flowering
ceases.  When foliage and stem have fallen away, store tubers at 40° - 45°F either in their
own pots, or packed in sawdust. B&B Tip:   Pinching off the smaller outer flowers will
cause the dominant flower to develop to its full potential.

BESSERA ELEGENS   (BESS-er-ah EL-eh-gans)                  Zones 8-11
Spacing: 4"-5" apart;  4-5 per sq.ft.;  Depth : 2"deep;  Exposure: full sun;  Bessera is not
frost tolerant, so it is best planted in a container of well drained sandy, loamy soil and
enjoyed on your deck or patio.  If you really want it in your garden, we suggest that you
sink the container, bulbs and all, into the garden.  Lift the containers in the fall and either
continue to enjoy in a cool greenhouse or sunroom or store.  Winter care :  Store in
container in frost-free location. Reduce watering as plants become dormant.  Origin:
Mexico  B&B Tip:  A cluster of 3 - 5 of these bulbs make a perfect center piece in a
container garden.
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BLETILLA STRIATA    (ble-TILL-ah) Zones 6-10
Spacing: 4"-6" apart; 3 per 12" pot;  Depth : 2"-3";  Exposure: partial
shade to full sun. Plant rhizomes in well-drained, humus-rich soil or plant
in container. Allow to grow undisturbed, since crowded clumps bloom best.
During hottest part of summer, provide some shade. Mulch well in fall to
protect from late-season frosts. Winter care : In colder zones dig in the
fall and store at cool temperatures, 50º-60°F in dry peat moss.  Origin :
China  B&B Tip:  These make superb long lasting cut flowers and add both
attractive accordian leaves and colorful flowers to container plantings.

BLOOMERIA   (bloo-MEER-ee-ah) Zones 8-10
Spacing: 2"-3"  apart; 7-15 per 12" pot;  Depth : 2"-3";  Exposure: Full sun;  Plant in well
drained soil, providing moisture during spring and early summer.  Winter care :  Lift in
colder areas in late summer and store dry in cool dry area.  Origin :  California, U.S; . B &
B Tip:  These are wonderful combined with Triteleia, Dichelostemma, Gladiolus byzantinus
and Allium christophii.

BRODIAEA CALIFORNICA  - same instructions as Bloomeria

CALADIUM   (kal-LAY-dee-um)                Zones 10-11
Spacing: 6"-12" apart; 1 tuber per 8" pot;  Depth : 2"-3"; Exposure: partial to full
shade or full sun with plenty of moisture.  Caladiums require warmth,
rich soil, abundant moisture and bright, filtered light.
In areas colder than Zone 10, pot up upon receipt to
get a head start, using small pots and providing base
heat (using a heat mat like the one in our catalogue
or radiator). Plant outdoors when soil temperature
reaches 60°F at 6 inches depth—if soil is not warm
enough, tubers may rot. An options is to start them
on a heat mat. Winter care : In colder zones, lift and
dry tubers in fall after the first frost and store in
peat or vermiculite at temperatures of 60º-70°F.
or treat as an annual.  Origin : South America  B&B
Tip : If there happens to be one main eye (usually
found on round, symmetrical tubers) or one main sprout, break off the sprout or scoop out
the inner portion of the eye!  It will encourage the plant to give you many more leaves than
if you let it grow on its own. See diagram.

CANNA    (KAN-ah) Zones 7-10
Spacing: giant cannas, 18" apart; dwarf, 12"; 1 tuber per 12" pot;  Depth : 2"-4";  Exposure:
full sun to part shade.  (If the division cut on the canna root did not ‘harden’ off and
appears soft, just trim away the soft end - it should be fine)  Plant outdoors when soil
temperature reaches 60°F. For a head start, plant in pots indoors about a month before
they can go outside, watering sparingly at first and increasing as foliage grows. Cannas
like humusy, well drained, moist warm soil during the growing season—reduce water to-
ward  end of summer as foliage begins to die back. They may be used in bog or water
garden, but they perform best if they are planted in a pot and growing before submerging
them, pot and all, in water.   Winter care : In colder areas, dig in fall and dry before cutting
off most of stem; store in pine bark or peat moss around 50°F. Can also be stored dry in
pots or  treated as an annual. In our zone 7 garden, we leave in the garden and cover with
6" of Pine needles.   B&B Tip : In warmer areas where cannas overwinter, lift every 3-5
years in very early spring, if they seem crowded, discarding old rhizomes that are knotty
with small eyes and saving only the terminal pieces with large, vigorous, fleshy buds.

CHASMANTHE  (Chaz-MAN-thee) - same culture as gladiolus
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CHLIDANTHUS FRAGRANS   (kli-DAN-thus) Zones 9-11
Spacing: 3" apart; 3 per 6" pot;  Depth : 3"-4" deep  Exposure: Full sun
Plant after danger of frost in rich, well drained or sandy but moisture retentive soil. Keep
barely moist until flower spike emerges, then increase amount of water. Reduce water in
the fall when leaves begin to die back. Winter care : In frost-free or nearly frost-free
areas, protect in winter with mulch. In colder areas, lift in the fall and store in dry peat
moss at 50°F, or grow in pots.  Origin : South America  B&B Tip: Be sure to plant in an area
where you can enjoy its wonderful fragrance.

CIMICIFUGA  (Sim-eh-see-FEW-gah) Zones 3-8
Spacing 1’-2’ on center; Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun to partial shade; This
plant prefers adequate moisture and the warmer the climate, the more moisture it re-
quires; Origin: Eastern U.S.; B&B Tip: Use as a dark backdrop to show off lighter colored
plants .

COLOCASIA ESCULENTA   (koh-low-KAY-see-ah)          Zones 8-11
Spacing: 18-24" apart, 1 per 12" pot;  Depth :  4"-6" or pot depth;  Exposure:  Sun to partial
shade or even heavy shade.  Plant in rich, moist soil after soil has warmed to about 60°F.
The plants like high temperatures and high humidity, with frequent watering. Like canna,
when grown in pots they can be submerged in ponds or water gardens.  Winter care:  We
overwinter in zone 7 in moist soil with 6" of pine needle mulch.  In colder areas, dig in fall
and dry before cutting off most of the stem; store in pine bark or peat moss around 50ºF.
Can be stored dry in pots or treated as an annual.   Origin : Tropical Asia  B&B Tip : You can
plant these tubers in pots without drainage holes, which would rot most other bulbs!

CONVALLARIA MAJALIS    (con-vuh-LAIR-ee-ah) Zones 5-10
Spacing: 3"-4" apart; 5 per 6" pot;  Depth : 1"-2"; Exposure: Partial or full
shade;  Grows best in humusy soil, enriched with aged manure, peat moss,
leaf mold or the like. When planted where they are happy (usually low light,
rich soil), these plants spread vigorously. Cold hardy almost everywhere,
but languish in Zone 9 or warmer. By the end of summer in the south, Lily of
the Valley foliage may look a bit ratty—just cut to the ground and look the
other way until fresh foliage emerges in the spring, making a lush
groundcover. Divide when flowers get sparse.  B&B Tip:  These make the
perfect, fragrant ground cover for a shady site.

CORNUKAEMPFERIA - same as Kaempferia

CRINUM    (CRY-num)         Zones 7-10*
Spacing: 12" apart; 1 per 12" pot;  Depth : neck deep in garden or cover with  2"- 3" soil in
cooler areas; neck one-third exposed in pot; Exposure: Full sun to partial shade. Plant
after danger of frost;  rich, well-drained soil with ample compost and constant moisture
but will tolerate a variety of soil conditions from sand to clay;  tolerant of moist soils;
after flowering, less water is needed. Crinums bloom best when they are undisturbed, so
allow to remain in ground or container for several years (plant 1 per 12" container to allow
for future growth). In warmer areas they may benefit by some midday shade. *May be
hardier if planted deeper and mulched well.  Winter care : Mulch in fall; in colder areas,
grow in containers and move indoors after the first frost and store dry in the pot.  B&B
Tip: great pest-proof heirloom plants and are suitable for Restoration Tropical Gardens.
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CROCOSMIA    (kro-KAHZ-mee-ah)         Zones 6-10*
Spacing: 4"-5" apart;  Depth : 3"-5";  Exposure: Full sun to light shade
Plant in well-drained soil, incorporating sharp sand if necessary. At its best in full sun but
tolerates partial shade in the South. Mulch the first winter; thereafter, mulch necessary
only in the coldest zones. Avoid lifting corms if possible; this practice severely limits
flower production. After two or three years corms may become overcrowded, producing
much foliage and few flowers—at this point, lift, divide and plant in fresh soil in the
spring. Crocosmias sometimes wait until the second season to bloom. *The cultivar ‘Luci-
fer’ is hardy to zone 5.  Winter care : Zones 5 and north can lift and store in sand in frost-
free place between 35º- 45°F or treat as an annual.  Origin : South Africa  B&B Tip:
Perfect companion to Hemerocallis.

CURCUMA   (kur-KOO-ma)                               Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 12"-18" apart, 1 per 12" pot;  Depth : 2"-3";  Exposure: Part sun to part shade
Plant in warm, well drained, humusy soil after danger of frost. Keep moist in summer. In
colder zones, lift tubers after first frost and store in dry peat moss at 50º-60°F until
planting time. *Hardy in zone 7 with extra winter mulch.  Winter Care:  If you have a
greenhouse or other appropriate indoor growing conditions, continue to grow these in-
doors with just enough water to maintain leaf; otherwise, dig and bring inside after frost
and store dry.  B&B Tip:  This is an outstanding container plant for any climate.

DAHLIA    (DAL-ee-ah)               Zones 8-10*
Spacing: Dwarf, 12"-18"; tall, 18"-24";  Depth : crown 1" below soil level;  Exposure: Full
sun or partial shade  Plant in rich, well-amended soil with even moisture after soil has
warmed to 50°F in the spring (about the time you’d plant tomatoes). In colder climates, get
a jump on the short season by starting tubers indoors in pots or deep flats 4-6 weeks
before the last frost date. If planted outside too early, buried tubers will survive, but new
growth could be damaged by frost. Tall varieties may need to be staked. Dahlias require
regular summer watering.  Frequent cutting for flower arrangements or of spent blossoms
will encourage new blooms. *Hardy in zone 7 with extra winter mulch in well-drained sites.
Winter care : They can be left in the ground in warmer zones and, if mulched heavily,
cooler zones (to Zone 7) as well.  If bulbs must be lifted, do so after the first frosts when
foliage is blackened at its growing tips. Cut tops back to 6" and carefully lift tubers,
removing as much soil as possible. When dry, trim fine roots to compact clump and cut stem
to 1". Store in dry sand, or a paper bag between 40º-50°F. Origin : Mexico and Central
America  B&B Tip : For the largest flowers, remove all but the terminal bud.  These are
marvelous ‘cut and come again’ flowers that we enjoy all summer until hard frost!

DICENTRA   (Die-SIN-tra) Zones 3-9
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center: Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Part to full shade; Performs best
in woodland situations where the soil is rich; often dies back in summer; Origin: Asia and
North America; B&B Tip: Planted at the edges of woods under deciduous trees where
spring flowering bulbs can be enhanced by the beauty of that combination.

DICHORISANDRA  - same as Alpina

DODECATHEON MEADIA  - (Doe-deh-KATH-ee-un)                                        Zones 4-8
Spacing:  3 per sq. ft.; Depth: crown 1/2"-1" below soil surface;  Exposure: part sun to
part shade   Best in a woodland, humus rich, but well-drained soil.  Origin:  North America
B&B Tip:  Plant goes dormant in summer, so plant a late emerging perennial like tiarella or
huchera as a sequential companion.

ECHINOPS   (ECH-eh-nops) Zones 3-9
Spacing: 1’-2’ per sq. ft.; Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun; One of few plants that
actually prefers poor soil but will grow in almost any type of soil as long as it’s not too wet;
Origin: Central South America; B&B Tip: blue globes and gray leaves compliment most
summer bulbs; deadhead to prevent reseeding.
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ERYNGIUM (eh-RIN-jee-um)                  Zones 6-9
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center; Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun; Prefers a well-drained
site in normal to moderately rich soil; Origin: Cosmopolitan; B&B Tip: Lovely blue/gray
coloration throughout the season.

EUCHARIS AMAZONICA   (YEW-kah-riss) Zones 9-10
Spacing: 8" apart, 3 per 12" pot;  Depth : plant neck at soil line;  Exposure: Part sun to
bright shade. Tender bulbs, Amazon lilies grow best in hot, humid conditions. Night tem-
peratures should not drop below 40º-50°F for an extended period. Plant in humus rich soil
with sharp sand. Keep somewhat dry until growth begins, then water moderately.
Winter care : In zones 3-8, grow in containers large enough to allow for future growth, as
bulbs resent being disturbed. Bring indoors before first frost and water sparingly all
winter to keep in leaf. Allow to dry out when foliage begins to fade.  Then resume watering
as it sprouts after its dormancy.  Origin : South America  B&B Tip:   Use for both its
handsome, fragrant, daffodil-like flowers and its glossy, tropical, broad, deep green
leaves.  Ideal houseplant for a cool sunroom.

EUCOMIS    (YEW-koh-miss) Zones 7-10
Spacing: 8"-12" apart, 3 bulbs per 12" pot;  Depth : 5"-6" outside; in pot plant just below
soil;  Exposure: Full sun or partial shade   Plant in rich, well-drained soil after weather is
warm and settled. Needs sun and moisture in spring and early summer, reduce water
toward end of summer. In colder zones, grow in containers, setting bulbs just below soil
level.  Leave bulbs in ground undisturbed, lifting only when overcrowded.   Winter care : If
bulbs must be lifted (colder climates), store in dry peat at 50º-60°F.  Origin : South Africa
B&B Tip :  This is an excellent sculptural center piece for a large planter.

EUPATORIUM  (Yew-pa-TOR-ee-um)   Zones 4-8
Spacing:  1’-2’ on center; Depth: crowns just below soil surface; Exposure:  full sun to
partial shade;  prefers adaquate moisture in normal to well-drained soil.  Origin: Eastern
U.S. and Eurasia;   B&B Tip:  Late summer and Autumn display; compliments Hedychiums,
Curcumas, Lilies and other late bloomers.

GALTONIA    (gal-TOH-nee-ah) Zones 5-10
Spacing: 6"-8" apart, 3 per 12" pot;  Depth : 5"-6";  Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
Plant in rich, well drained soil in the spring. Do not allow soil to dry out when plants are in
leaf, allow to dry out after foliage has died back.   Winter care : In areas colder than Zone
5, lift bulbs after the first frost, allow to cure and store dry at 50º-60°F and replant in the
spring. Can also be grown in containers.  Origin:   South Africa   B&B Tip:  A cluster of
3 of these handsome, fragrant plants are ideal as the center piece of an Evening Garden
Container.

GERANIUM  (jer-AIN-ee-um) Zones 4-8
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center;  Depth:  Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun to partial shade; needs
adaquate moisture in well-drained soil; once established, it becomes a performer in the
late-spring to mid-summer garden; Origin: Northeast U.S.; B&B Tip: Wonderful dark
leaves give the illusion of shadow in the bright, sunny garden.

GLADIOLUS, HYBRIDS    (glad-ee-OH-lus) Zones 7-10
Spacing: 6"-8" apart;  Depth : 6"-8";  Exposure: Full sun;  Plant after danger of frost in
well-drained, sandy, rich soil.    Winter care : Dig after frost and store at a well-ventilated
50°F;  replant after last spring frost date.  But inexpensive enough to treat as an annual.
Origin : East Africa  B&B Tip : Plant successively at 10 to 14 day intervals to ensure a long
flowering  season.  Plant at the back of the border among heavily branched perennials for
support or plant at least 8" deep which may help the glads stand on their own.
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GLADIOLUS species Zones 7-10
Spacing: 4"-5", 7 per 10" pot;  Depth : 4"-6";  Exposure: Full sun;  Plant in rich, well-drained
soil, amended with humus and sharp sand if necessary.  Winter care : Dig after frost; store
dry at 60 º-70°F;  replant after danger of frost.    Origin : East Africa  B&B Tip : Plant
successively at 10 to 14 day intervals to ensure a long flowering  season.  These show up
so nicely in a lighted Evening Garden.

GLORIOSA    (gloh-ree-OH-sah)               Zones 7-10*
Spacing: 8" apart;  Depth : 2"-3" or shallower in pot;  Exposure: Full sun;  Plant tubers
horizontally in rich, well-drained soil in the spring. Provide moisture to encourage growth
and then through the summer. In Zones 6 and colder, start indoors to get a head start. Plant
near shrub or trellis to support the climbing tendrils. *Hardy to
zone 7 with extra winter mulch. Winter care : Tubers are brittle
and likely to rot if broken, so handle carefully when lifting for
storage in colder zones. Store in dry peat moss at 60 º-70°F. Can
be stored dry in container over winter and repotted in new soil in
the spring. NOTE: All parts of the plant are poisonous. Fortu-
nately, they’re very distasteful so critters and children shouldn’t
be interested in them. Origin : Africa and India  B&B Tip :  We
recommend growing these on an arbor that can be viewed from
both sides so the flowers can be seen from many angles…..they’re incredible, and make long
lasting cutflowers.

HABRANTHUS   (ha-BRAN-thus)  Zones 7-10
Spacing: 3"-4";  Depth : 2"-3";  Exposure: full sun to partial shade ;  Plant in well-drained,
rich soil and provide plenty of moisture during growing season. If grown in containers,
they do not mind being somewhat pot bound.  Winter care : In colder areas, lift in fall and
store in a cool, dry area  Origin : Central America, southeastern U.S.;  B&B Tip:  A great
surprise coming up in a container after a rain.

HEDYCHIUM    (ha-DI-kee-um)               Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 18" apart, 1 per 12" pot;  Depth : plant just below surface (see diagram);  Expo-
sure: Full sun to half shade Plant in warm, moist soil—ginger lilies can tolerate heavy clay
soil. In Zones 7 and colder, start inside as soon as possible to give
them time to develop. Each red protrusion on the rhizome is an ‘eye’
which will become a cane, and therefore, a potential bloom. Once
canes emerge, keep watered throughout growing season. *Hardy in
zone 7 with extra winter mulch.  Winter care : In colder zones, dig
up in the fall; store in dry peat moss and replant in spring.  For plants
in containers, reduce watering in fall and bring in before frost.
You can let the plant go dormant or it can be overwintered indoors in
pots with enough water to maintain leaf.  Don’t remove old leaves
until new foliage emerges in spring.  Origin : India, tropical Asia;
B&B Tip :  Try these at the edge of a pond or in a Bog Garden - they
like it wet!

HIBISCUS  (Hi-BIS-cus) Zones 4-9
Spacing: 2’-3’ on center; Depth:  Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun; This plant requires a
long, hot summer but with sufficient moisture; Origin: warm tropical and sub-tropical
regions; B&B Tip: The WOW effect is achieved when this plant is happy!

HIPPEASTRUM   (hip -ee-AY-strum) Zones 8-10
Nickname : Amaryllis
Spacing: 1-3 per sq. ft. ; Depth : 8"-10" deep. Exposure: full sun.These are the same bulbs
that are usually potted up in the fall for winter indoor bloom, however they make reliable
perennials when planted outside in zones 8-10 or even in microclimates in zone 7.  For
summer bloom, plant outside after danger of frost in well-drained, sandy soil.  Apply a slow
release fertilizer after planting.  After flowering, deadhead.  Mulch well after foliage
dies back in late fall or dig and store dry until the next spring.  Origin : South Africa
B&B Tip:  These are as bright as tulips, but don’t get eaten by critters!  Awesome!
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HOSTA   (HOS-tah) Zones 3-9
Spacing:   2’-3’ apart;  Depth:  crown just below soil surface;  Exposure:  full sun to part
shade in rich organic, moisture retentive soil;  B&B Tip:  This plant makes a perfect color
echo with Xanthozoma ‘Lime Zinger’, Alpina zerumbet ‘Variegata’, Canna ‘Pretoria’ and
Colocasia ‘Yellow Splash’.

HYMENOCALLIS    (hy-men-o-CAL-lis)               Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 8"-12" apart, 3 per 12" pot;  Depth : 6"-8" or in pot leave one-third bulb exposed;
Exposure: Full sun to partial shade;  Plant in the spring in well-drained, humus rich soil
when weather is mild and settled.  Keep moist while in active growth, continue watering
after flowering. *Hardy to zone 7 with heavy winter mulch.  Winter care : In colder zones,
lift before the first frost.   Store in dry peat moss at 50 º-60°F. Plants grown in containers
can be stored dry in pots after the leaves die back and repotted in the spring.  Origin :
Southern U.S. to the Andes  B&B Tip:   These bulbs are tolerant of moisture and may be
planted at the edge of a pond or in a Bog Garden.

INCARVILLEA   (in-car-VILL-ee-ah) Zones 6-10
Spacing: 12" apart, 1 per 8" container;  Depth : crowns 1" below surface;  Exposure: Full
sun to partial shade.  Plant in sandy, humus-rich, well-drained soil. These fleshy roots do
best when undisturbed. Though hardy to Zone 6, fall mulch is recommended in colder
areas. Winter care : Over winter dry in containers or in peat moss at 50 º-60°F.  Origin :
Tibet, Nepal and Western China

IRIS   (Eye-ris) Zones varies
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center or  1 per sq. ft.  Depth : just beneath soil surface; Exposure:  Rull
sun to partial shade;  Plant in well-drained garden soil in partial shade.  Zones: ensata
‘Variegata’ 3-9; foetidissima 4-9;  Origin : Europe;  B&B Tip:   For ensata ‘Variegata’ - This
is an excellent plant for the edge of a  pond or bog.  For foetidissima - Don’t deadhead the
spent flowers in order to appreciate the beautiful scarlet seeds that appear in the fall and
stay into the winter.

KAEMPFERIA  (kamp-FAIR-ee-ah) Zones 8-11
Spacing: 8"-12" apart or 1 per 10" pot;  Depth : rhizomes 1"-2" below surface or top of pots
at soil level;  Exposure: Partial to full shade ;  Plant in rich organic soil in the shade as it
may burn in full sun.  Mulch well to help ensure hardiness in zone 8. Winter care : Take pots
in greenhouse before frost and keep growing all winter; outside dig after frost and store
in peat moss or wood shavings.  Origin : Tropical Asia  B&B Tip : Use these for their
colorful leaves in shady locations where it may be too hot for Hosta.

KNIPHODIA   (nigh-FOH-fee-ah)  Zones 6-10
Spacing:  1’-2’ apart;  Depth:  crown just below soil surface;  Exposure:  Full sun and
well-drained soil;  B & B Tip:  Spectacular bed mate with lilies and alliums.

LACHENALIA  - (lak-eh-NAIL-ee-ah) Zones 9-11
Spacing:  1 bulb per 4" pot; 5 per 8" pot or 6 per sq. ft.; Depth: 2" deep; Exposure:  sun
Plant in humus rich, well-drained soil where they can be relatively dry in their dormany.
Can be forced from January - November, 10-12 weeks to bloom from planting.  Ideal day
temperature 65º-75º; night temperature 50º-55º; water regularly while actively growing;
do not let them dry out.  When growing outside, best at temperatures between 60º-85º;
flowers last about 3 weeks indoors and up to 5 weeks outdoors.  Origin:  South Africa
B&B Tip:  This bulb is an incredibly easy houseplant that will give you many hours of
pleasure for years to come.
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LIATRIS  (lee-AH-tris) Zones 3-8
Spacing:  4"-5"; Depth : 4"-6" deep;  Exposure: Full sun or partial shade;  Planting in well-
drained, sandy soil will reward the gardener with robust stands of Liatris.  Cut and enjoy
the flowers, but leave ample leaves to ensure that the plant’s energy goes to the bulb and
not to the production of seed.   Origin : Eastern U.S.  B&B Tip :  Excellent in meadows with
Rudbeckia and Echinacea.

LIGULARIA  (Lig-yew-LAIR-ee-ah)   Zones 4-8
Spacing:  2’-3’ apart;  Depth:  Crown just below soil surface;  Exposure:  full sun to part
shade in moist to wet soils with plentiful organic matter;  B&B Tip:  Bold beautiful leaves
and lovely golden trusses add to the drama of the Tropical Garden.

LILIUM     (LIL-ee-um) Zones vary
Includes Asiatic Lily, Oriental Lily, Longiflorum/Asiatic, Longiflorum, Species Lily, Trum-
pet Lily.  Special Note:  Lily bulbs are not hard or firm like daffodil and tulip bulbs but
are formed with many layers of scales.  The outer scales are often loose and must be
handled with care.  Because of the scales and the spaces between them, they usually
appear soft or ‘pithy’ to the touch, which means they are normal, healthy and are ready to
be planted.  If they are mushy or have ‘gushy’ brown spots, that’s not normal and we need
to know about this right away - a rare occurrence for us - thank goodness!  Spacing: 6"-12"
apart (depending on variety), 3 per 12" pot;   Depth : three to four times
the height of bulb which is about 8"-10" to allow them to make stem roots;
Exposure: Full sun to partial shade.  Plant in well-drained soil with humus
worked in as deep as 12"-14" and mulch after planting. Lilies like their
roots cool and requires moisture during the growing season.  Plant taller
varieties at the back of the border among branches of strong perennials
for support. When picking flowers, remove only as much of stem and
foliage as needed, since at least one half of the foliage is necessary to
nurture the bulb. Lily bulbs should be handled with care—they are never
dormant, there is always some activity going on. If they must be held for
any reason, store the bulbs at 35 º-40°F, refrigerator crisper is ideal.
Often in the Spring, lilies are anxious to grow and sprout.  If the sprout
is green, plant the bulb but don’t cover the sprout but as it grows taller,
add additional soil around the stem to provide the normal planting depth.
Lilies do exceptionally well in containers. Choose a pot at least 12" in
diameter and 8"-10" deep. Add 3"-4" of potting mix, set the bulbs in place, cover with mix
and water thoroughly. The tops of the bulbs should be at least 6" deep (plant at recom-
mended depth if pot size allows). A 12" pot holds 3 bulbs.  Origin : North America, Asia and
Europe  B&B Tip : Provide shade for the lily bulb’s roots by interplanting with ground
covers or low-growing annuals, perennials and other summer bulbs.

LONICERA  (Loh-NISS-er-ah) Zones 4-8
Spacing: 2’-3’ on center;  Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun to partial shade;
Perfers moderate to well-drained soil and is best enjoyed when a trellis or other structure
is provided for it to climb; Origin: Northern Hemisphere  B&B Tip:  Provides year around
color on a trellis with a southern exposure here in our zone 7b garden.

MIRABILIS JALAPA   (meh-RA-beh-lis)               Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 12" apart;  Depth : cover crowns with 1" of soil;  Exposure: Full sun;  These late-
afternoon bloomers tolerate almost any kind of soil. Plant in the spring after danger of
frost is past. *Hardy to zone 7 with extra winter mulch.  Winter care : In colder areas
treat as an annual, or lift tubers and store in cool, dry place.  Origin : South America  B&B
Tip: Plant where fragrant evening blooms will be enjoyed the most.  (Has anyone seen these
bloom at 4 o’clock?  They bloom at 8 o’clock pm in our garden!)

MUHLENBERGIA  (MULL-en-ber-gee-ah) Zones 6-9
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center;  Depth: Crown deep; Exposure:  Full-sun to partial shade;
Absolutely requires a well-drained site; Origin: Unknown:  B&B Tip: Amazingly lovely
cloud-like flowers in late summer complimenting other fall bloomers.
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MUSA  - (MU-sah) (Banana) Zones 8-10
Spacing:  36" on center or 1 per 5-10 gallon pot; Depth: crown deep like planting other
potted perennials;   Exposure:  full sun to part shade.  Plant in humus rich soil in a  1 to 10
gallon pot upon arrival.  Keep on a heat mat until soil temperature outside is 60ºF+.  Provide
plenty of moisture while growing.  Winter Care:  Basjoo - hardy to zone 5 with mulch;
others dig in fall and bring pots into a frost-free area or keep growing in a greenhouse; do
not let them dry out.  B&B Tip:  Plant where massive foliage will form a spectacular
backdrop.

NERINE BOWDENII  (neh-REE-nee)               Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 5" apart, 3 per 8" pot;  Depth : 5"-6", in pot neck deep;  Exposure: Full sun to part
shade (shade delays frost and prolongs bloom time). Plant in almost any good garden soil,
provided it is well-drained. Once growth becomes active, increase water; curtail watering
as foliage matures. Once foliage has died, allow bulbs to become almost dry. Bulbs are best
left undisturbed until signs of overcrowding (diminished size and number of flowers) are
apparent, then lift and divide as soon as the foliage has died back. *Hardy to zone 7 with
extra winter mulch under a high canopy of trees for more protection.  Winter care : In
colder areas, bring containers indoors and water enough to keep in leaf for awhile. Store
dry in pots after foliage dies at 35 º-50°F. These may be lifted and stored for the  winter
at the same temperature, but they may not perform as well.  Origin : South Africa  B&B Tip:
These create a BIG bang when they bloom in October - November, and they provide such
a wonderful surprise in the fall and are incredibly long lasting as a cut flower!

OPHIOPOGON  (Oh-fee-oh-POE-gan) Zones 6-9
Spacing: 6”-12” on center; Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun to partial shade.  Will
be terrific in any area where you might want a groundcover where enough moisture is
available and the soil is well-drained.  Its dark foliage will be a nice contrast to the other
mostly green-leafed plants; Origin: Unknown; B&B Tip:  Wonderful shadow-like edging
for your garden.

ORNITHOGALUM   (or-ni-tho-GAL-lum) Zones vary
Spacing: arabicum and thyrsoides  – 4 per sq. ft., saundersiae – 1 per 8" pot.  Depth : 2"-6"
depending on cultivar (3 times height of bulb)
Hardiness : O. arabicum to Zone 8; O. dubium to Zone 9; O. saundersiae to Zone 7
Exposure:  Full sun to partial shade.  Plant in well-drained soil (sandy loam is ideal) in
spring when weather warms up. Can be started inside in pots, then transferred to garden
when warm. These are also good container plants and can be brought indoors before the
first frost to finish blooming. Winter care : In colder areas, dig up in the fall, store in dry
peat moss at 50 º-60°F.  Origin : Europe, western Asia and Africa  B&B Tip:  All three
cultivars make exceptional long lasting cut flowers.

OXALIS  (ox-AL-is) Zones 7-10
Spacing: 2"-4" apart, 5 per 6" pot;  Depth : 1"-2";  Exposure: full sun to
shade; Plant in the spring in well-drained soil, plants can grow in poor
soil as long as it is sandy—they do not perform well in heavy clay. While
they can survive dry summers, they are happier with regular moisture.
Winter care : Bring indoors and treat as a houseplant, or just treat as an
annual.  Origin : South Africa and South America  B&B Tip : Excellent in
containers and makes a long blooming winter houseplant and is a great
carpet plant around larger potted plants. (planting inside with bottom hear; approx 4
weeks to bloom).

PENSTEMON (PEN-steh-mon) Zones 5-8
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center;  Depth: Crown deep; Exposure: Full sun to partial shade;
Requires a very well-drained site or may rot in a spot that is too wet; Origin: mostly W.
U.S.; B&B Tip: Spikes of bright happy trumpets add interesting flower form among
dahlias and other summer flowers with different forms.
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PERSICARIA  (Per-sih-KARE-ee-ah) Zones vary
Spacing:  1’-2’ apart (‘Painter’s Palette’);  2’-3’ apart (polymorpha);  Depth:  Crowns just
below the soil surface;  Exposure:  full sun to part shade;  B&B Tip:  ‘Painter’s Palette’
is often used as an attractive part shade ground cover; polymorpha is noted for its giant
size and lovely late summer/fall white plumes.

PHLOX  (FLOX) Zones 4-8
Spacing:  1’-2’ apart;  Depth:  crowns just below the soil surface;  Exposure:  full sun to
part shade; fertile moist soil;  B&B Tip:  Heavenly fragrance, long season of bloom and
reblooms make this a great companion to many summer bulbs.

PHYGELIUS (Fye-JEE-lee-us) Zones 7-9
Spacing: 1’-2’ on center;  Depth: Crown deep;l  Exposure: Full sun; Produces a shrub-like
plant that forms lovely pale yellow flowers mid-summer to autumn, once established.  Pre-
fers well-drained, fertile, moisture retentive soil. Origin: South Africa; B&B Tip: Long-
lasting inflorescense with attractive foliage.

POLIANTHES TUBEROSA  (pah-lee-AN-theez  too-bah-ROW-sah)              Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 6"-8", 3 per 10" pot;  Depth : 3"-4";  Exposure: Full sun to partial shade
Plant in well-drained soil after frost danger. For a head start in areas where summers are
short, plant upon arrival in a pot and set in a warm, sunny window or on a heat mat (see page
29 in our catalogue). Set into the garden after the shoots have pushed up through the soil
mix or when soil is 60°F.  Soil should be moist at planting time but don’t give more water
until leaves emerge, then keep moist. Reduce watering and feeding after flowers bloom.
*Have overwintered in our zone 7 garden with extra winter mulch.  Winter care : In colder
areas, treat as an annual or grow in a pot.  Origin : Mexico  B&B Tip : Try these in contain-
ers or close to garden or patio benches where their exceptional, elegant perfume will be
enjoyed the most.

POLYGONATUM  (po-li-go-NEH-tum) Zones 4-8
Spacing: 12"-18";  Depth : crown 1” below soil level;  Exposure: Part shade  to full shade;
Plant in moisture retentive, well drained soil with lots of decayed matter. Will perform
better if spring  and summer moisture is provided. Can be divided in spring or fall (spring
better for colder climates).   Origin :  North America, Europe, Asia  B&B Tip :  Perfect for
the shade garden as a back drop for caladiums or hosta.

RANUNCULUS  (rah-NUN-kew-lus)  Zones 9-11
Spacing: 2"-3" apart; Depth :1"- 2"; Exposure: full sun to part shade.  If soil
is notmoist, soak tubers overnight before planting. These grow best in cooler
environments so plant in early spring but after all danger of hard frost. They
prefer sandy soil with humus which helps to retain moisture well.  In colder
zones, plant 4"-6" deep or treat as an annual. Origin : Southern Europe  B&B
Tip:   We’ve seen these as very successful container plants and know that
they  make great long-lasting cut flowers.

RHEUM  (REE-um)
  Zones 4-7
Spacing: 2’-3’ on center;  Depth:  Crown deep;  Exposure:  Full sun to partial shade;
Prefers a site with well-rotted organic matter in the well-drained soil;  Origin: Eurasia
and Asia;  B&B Tip:  Spectacular leaves and flowers to contrast with large summer
tropical bulbs.

RODGERSIA  (Roe-JER-zee-ah)    Zones 5-8
Spacing:  2’-3’ on center;  Depth:  crowns just below the soil surface;  Exposure:  Sun
to partial shade; happiest in a damp deadow or the edge of a pond in moist humus enriched
soil;  B&B Tip:  Big bold, rough textured beauty to create contrast and backdrop for
summer tropical bulbs.
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ROSCOEA  (ross-KOE-ee-ah) Zones 6-11
Spacing: 10"-12" apart; 3 per 12" pot;  Depth : 4"-6" deep;  Exposure: Sun to partial shade.
Plant in the spring after danger of frost in well-drained, moisture retentive soil with a
high percentage of organic matter.  Supply adequate moisture during  growing season but
keep dry while dormant.  Zone 6, plant in a protected micro climate; (we saw them in a
Toronto garden)  Winter care: Store dry in its container or loose bulbs in dry peat.
Origin : Asia Minor  B&B Tip : Use these exotic, beautiful plants as a focal point in a garden
or container.

SANDERSONIA AURANTIACA   (san-der-SOW-nee-ah) Zones 8-10
Spacing: 12" apart, 1 per 10" pot;  Depth : 3"-4";  Exposure: Full sun
This South African plant likes to be planted in rich, well-drained soil a few weeks prior to
the last spring frost. In southern areas, a bit of shade is appreciated during the hottest
part of the day. They make excellent container plants for colder areas, but make sure the
pot can accommodate their deep roots. Give plenty of water once growth starts and
through the growing season. Best left undisturbed for 4-5 years.   Winter care : Lift
before the first fall frost is expected and store at 50 º- 55°F. These tubers are brittle and
must be handled carefully, so it may be simpler to plant outside in a container and lift the
entire container at the end of the season. Allow to dry out in the pots and do not disturb for
at least three to four months. Can be repotted in rich, compost-enriched soil.  B&B Tip :
Allow this climber to show off—plant near a trellis or fence.

SAUROMATUM VENOSUM    (sa-ro-MAY-tum  veh-NO-sum) Zones 7-10
Spacing: 12" apart, 1 per 12" pot;  Depth : 3"-4", 2" in pots;  Exposure: Full sun to partial
shade - Hardy to Zone 7 with winter mulch.  These bulbs prefer humus-rich soil and in
colder areas can be grown as a container plant and allowed to go dormant in the winter.
Origin : Tropical Africa, Asia and subtropical Asia.  B&B Tip : If the fragrance of rotting
manure is objectionable, break off the flower and enjoy the exotic, bold tropical leaves
that follow flowering!

SCADOXUS MULTIFLORUS  (ska-DOX-sus)  Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 7" apart, 1 per 10" pot or 3-5 per 24" container;  Depth : tip of
bulb at surface in a pot; 5"-7" deep outside;  Exposure: Full sun to partial
shade.  Plant in rich, well-drained soil after all danger of frost. They
require ample water during growth but must be kept dry during their
dormant period. *Has overwintered in our zone 7 garden with extra mulch
in a raised bed.   Winter care : If bulbs are lifted from the ground, store
in dry peat moss at 50 º-60°F until spring planting time.  Origin : South
Africa;  B&B Tip:  The softball sized flowers make a great contrast to
white periwinkle, Eucomis autumnalis, caladium and oxalis.

SCHIZACHYRIUM   (shy-ZAK-ree-um) Zones 5-9
Spacing: 12” on center or 1 per sq. ft.; Depth: crown deep; Exposure: full sun. Give this
plant enough water to live but not enough to really grow as it may become unsightly and
flop; one of those unusual plants that performs better when in a ‘poor soil site’. Origin:
Cosmopolitan;  B&B Tip:  Perfect addition for the Meadow Garden.

SCHIZOSTYLIS   (shy-zoh-STYLE-is) Zones 6-10
Spacing:  4" on center or 10 per 8" pot;  Depth:  1" deep like a perennial; Exposure:  full
sun to part shade;  Best planted in damp soil at the side of a stream or kept adequately
watered because it does not like to dry out.  Winter care:  can tolerate temperatures in
the 20ºF; in cooler climates keep pots in frost free places but do not let it dry out.  Origin:
South African streamsides - introduced in 1864  B&B Tip:  fantastic plant for its fall
bloom; enjoy this in your bog or by your water garden.
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SEDUM  (SEE-dum)   Zones 4-9
Spacing: 12”-18” on center: Depth: Crown at soil level;  Exposure:  Full sun.  This is a plant
that prefers well-drained , neutral to slightly alkaline soil.   Origin: Mountainous regions
of the tropics and Northern Hemisphere. B&B Tip: A superb choice for creating that
illusion of shadow in the bright, sunny garden.

SPARAXIS   (spah-RAX-sis) Zones 8-10
Spacing: 2"-3", 15 per 12" pot;  Depth : 2"-3";  Exposure: Full sun;  Plant as early as possible
in cool, well-drained, average soil. Once growth begins, adequate moisture is necessary
but after flowering the soil should be allowed to dry so that the corms ripen. Corms do not
like to be disturbed, so do not lift and divide until overcrowding becomes obvious. Apply
general fertilizer during growing season. If soil is rich in organic matter, less fertilizer
may be needed.  Winter care : In colder areas, grow in containers and protect from frost,
can be left in containers for a number of seasons. If corms must be lifted, store dry at
60º-75°F. or treat as an annual.  Origin : South Africa;  B&B Tip : These flowers look best
when planted in large groups.

SPIRANTHES   (Spy-RAN-theez)          Zones 4-8
Spacing: 4” on center or 3 per sq. ft.; Depth: pot deep or top at soil surface; Exposure:
Partial sun to Partial shade; This plant is happiest in a rich, humus and moist soil; once
established, it puts on the show in August and September; Origin: Cosmopolitan; B&B Tip:
Lovely in the damp shady garden or meadow.

SPREKELIA FORMOSISSIMA  (spreh-KEE-lee-ah)                              Zones 8-10*
Spacing: 5"-6", 3 per 10" pot;  Depth : plant top just above soil in a pot; 5"-7" deep outside;
Exposure: Full sun;  Plant in very well-drained soil. Little water is needed until flower spike
emerges, then increase water and keep soil moist until foliage starts to die down.  Good
drainage during winter dormancy is very important.  Performs best in raised beds.   *Has
overwintered in our zone 7 garden with extra mulch.  Winter care : In colder zones, lift
when foliage dies and store dry at 40 º-55°F. When stored in container, water infre-
quently as excess winter moisture can cause rot. Makes an excellent houseplant in colder
areas.   Origin : Mexico;    B&B Tip :  This dramatic flower shows off best when surrounded
by an under story of light colored flowers like annual vinca or oxalis.

SYMPHYTUM (Sym-FYE-tum)   Zones 4-9
Spacing: 12” on center or 1 per sq. ft.; Depth: crown deep; Exposure:  Full sun to partial
shade.  This grows best in moist, moderately fertile soil.  Once established, it should be a
part of your mid-late spring garden. Origin: Europe and Iran; B&B Tip: Remove flowers
to keep clone variegated.

TIGRIDIA PAVONIA  (ty-GRID-ee-ah) Zones 8-10
Spacing: 3"-5"(4-6 per sq. ft.);  Depth : 3"-4";  Exposure: Full Sun
Plant in fertile, well-drained soil after all danger of frost. Provide adequate moisture
during the growing season, reduce gradually after foliage starts to turn brown. Winter
care : In colder areas, lift bulbs in the early fall, dry thoroughly and store around 55°F in
area with good air circulation or treat as an inexpensive annual. Origin:  Mexico;  B&B
Tip: Plant at two-week intervals for a succession of summer blooms.  Also, plant in an area
where you can enjoy the ephemeral flowers at their peak at midday.

TRADESCANTIA   (Tra-des-CAN-tee-ah)    Zones 5-9
Spacing:  12”-18” on center;  Depth:  crown at soil level; Exposure: Partial shade.  Plant
in good garden soil with adequate moisture during the growing season.  Origin:  America;
B&B Tip:  After flowering, cut back to encourage further flowers.
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TRITELEIA    (tri-te-LAY-uh)  Zones 5-9
Spacing: 2"-4" (6-10 per sq. ft.);  Depth : 4"-6";  Exposure: Full sun, partial shade;  Plant in
well-drained, moisture-retentive soil where they receive plenty of moisture while growing
but at no time allow the plant to become waterlogged. Winter care : Protect with mulch in
colder areas. Lift and divide only when necessary, as they are happier left undisturbed.
Origin : Western North America B&B Tip : Plant  Triteleia together with contrasting col-
ored flowers to present a good showing or with Triteleia hyacintha and Dichelostemma
ida-maia for a patriotic effect.

TRITONIA   (tre-TONE-ee-ah) Zones 7-10
Spacing: 3"-5" (6-10 per sq. ft.); 9 per 8" pot;  Depth : 2"-3"; Exposure: Full sun or partial
shade;  Plant in the spring 2-3 weeks before the last frost in good, well-drained soil.
Provide moisture during the growing season but when leaves begin to turn brown, start
withholding moisture and let corms go into resting state. Will rot in poorly drained soil.
Winter care :   In colder areas protect with a thick layer of mulch or treat as an annual.
Origin : Tropical South Africa;  B&B Tip:   Because this is such a great cut flower, plant in
2 week intervals to enjoy them in arrangements for much of the summer; a great candidate
for the dry area of your garden.

TULBAGHIA   (tool-BAY-ghee-ah) Zones 8-10
Spacing: 5" apart (4-5 per sq. ft.);  Depth : 1"-2";  Exposure: Full sun
Plant in well-drained, moist soil in spring. Provide moisture while the foliage is developing
but curtail as soon as flower spikes appear. An excellent container plant.   Winter care : If
grown in container, bring indoors before first frost, place in a sunny window and water
enough to maintain leaf.  Origin : South Africa;  B&B Tip:  Plant where you can enjoy the
fragrance of the flowers.

UVULARIA   (Yew-view-LAIR-ee-ah) Zones 3-9
Spacing:  1’-2’ apart;  Depth:  2”-4”;  Exposure:  partial to full shade in fertile moist,
lightly alkeline soil;  B&B Tip:  perfect plant in early sequence with caladiums, begonias
and kaempferias.

WATSONIA  - same culture as Gladiolus

XANTHOSOMA  (zan-tho-ZOH-mah)               Zones 10-11
Spacing: 18-24" apart, 1 per 12" pot;  Depth :  4"-6";  Exposure:  Sun to partial shade or
even heavy shade.  Very similar in culture to Colocasia. Plant in rich, moist soil after soil
has warmed to about 60°F. The plants like high temperatures and high humidity, with
frequent watering. Like canna, when growing in pots they can be submerged in ponds or
water gardens.  Winter care:   Can be stored dry in pots or treated as an annual.   B&B Tip :
You can plant these tubers in pots without drainage holes, which would rot most other
bulbs!

ZANTEDESCHIA  (zan-teh-DAY-she-uh)        Zones 7-10*
Spacing: 6"-7" apart; 3 per 12" pot;  Depth : 5"-6" in garden; 3"
in pot;  Exposure:  Full sun to partial shade;  It’s sometimes
difficult to tell tops from bottoms; in that case, plant them on
their sides; Plant non-aethiopica types in rich, well-drained soil
with adequate water.  Plant aethiopica types in rich, moist soil
and keep moist during growing season. Z. aethiopica will grow in
water and can be planted in shallow ponds. * Z. aethiopica types
are hardy to zone 6.  Winter care :  If grown indoors during
the winter, they can be placed outdoors once nighttime tem-
peratures reach 40°F.  Origin : South Africa  B&B Tip:  Great
in combination with Asiatic and Oriental Lilies.
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ZEPHYRANTHES  (zeff-er-RAN-theez) Zones vary
Spacing: 3"-4";  Depth : 2"-3";  Exposure: full sun to partial shade;  Plant in well-drained,
rich soil and provide plenty of moisture during growing season. If they are overwintered
in the ground, however, do not allow to become excessively damp. If grown in containers,
they do not mind being somewhat pot bound.  Winter care : In colder areas, treat as an
inexpensive annual, or lift in fall and store in cool, dry spot.  Origin : Central America,
southeastern U.S.  B&B Tip:   With foliage that resembles Liriope, these are terrific
around the edges of a border and provides  the addition of terrific surprises of color
after summer rains.

ZINGIBER  (ZIN-jeh-bur) Zones 10-11
Treat similarly as Hedychium or Curcuma;  Winter care:  This is a tropical plant so it must
be dug and potted before frost and stored in a frost-free area.  Origin:  Tropical Asia
B&B Tip:  This lovely dark leaved selection is perfect in ‘The Illusion of Shadow
Garden’.

B & B General Tips

Getting Your Soil Right:  Just about the most important thing to do for your garden, your
plants and yourself.  Whatever the problem (test your soil and logically look at the condi-
tions), you can raise your success rate significantly by doing many things:  1. adding
compost each and every year....give back to that garden!; 2. building raised beds or using
some other method to improve drainage  if that’s the problem; 3. putting in drip irrigation
which will get to the roots better, cut down on mildew and conserve water; 4. reading the
literature and picking the bulbs/plants/seeds that are most likely to do well wherever you
live whether it be Maine or Georgia; Virginia or California; Texas or Minnesota.  Once
you have success, you’ll know better how to ‘push the envelope’ and still succeed and have
fun!

Increase Winter Hardiness:  Using one or more of the following methods, you can have
flowers in your garden that the books say won’t work for you:  1.  Cover beds with 3”-4” of
a light, airy mulch like Pine needles, salt hay, chopped leaves, buckwheat hulls, or some-
thing similar to give a protective blanket to help keep the bulbs from freezing.  2.  Plant the
bulbs below the normal frost or freeze line in the soil to help keep them from freezing
(depth of planting in this booklet is for our area in zone 7b);  3.  Pick the proper site for
the particular bulbs, i.e., plant the moisture loving tropical bulbs in an area that does not
dry out during the bulb’s winter rest.  Conversely, plant the bulbs from Alpine or Desert
climates in areas where they will be dry or drier during their winter dormancy (no irriga-
tion during that time).  4.  Select those kinder or warmer micro-climates on your property
to plant the tender tropical bulbs.  5.  Change your attitude towards these bulbs and think
of them as relatively inexpensive annuals or temporary perennials and treat them the way
you’d treat your Impatiens and Zinnias.

Start a Local Horticulture Club:  Gardening is fast becoming one of the United States
most popular recreational activities.  Being outside instead of being cooped up indoors is
healthy.  Gardening is great for stretching and exercising those ever aging joints and
looking at and/or smelling the flowers is the best ‘Aroma Therapy’!  So sharing experi-
ences with your friends is a great social way to visit and beautify the community!  Also,
gardening or at least talking about gardening and visiting each other’s gardens is a great
way to share information, learn about new plants, new techniques or new ways to handle  a
new plant successfully is a fun way to do two things at once.

Start a Children’s Garden Club -  Children are often fascinated with growing plants and
it’s a great way to teach them to nurture.  However, remember some children have short
attention spans so the activity should last as long as what is appropriate for the age group!
Good luck and have fun!
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